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From The Engineer...

A little behind as always. August issue in early
September. | would like to thank Wilma and John
Smith for hosting the August meeting. John had
several trains running and after our meeting they
opened their layout to the neighbors.

| am sorry that | need not keep notes of what we
said or did. The best | can remember was that
everybody participated.

I would like to thank Joe & Mary Schrock, page 2,
and Jim Lohse, page 3, for their contributions to
this issue of the i Or d e r . BpeakingdobJim,
he has a web site that is worth looking at http://
www.trainarts.com/. Great pictures and V&T
information.

The weekend trip to Mt. Shasta is about a month
away if you are thinking about going and being a
part of NNGRS group call Dee Szabo at 775-575-
4149 or email at deesgold@sbcglobal.net.

| will be meeting the people at the Station Grille
next week to get the details on the dinner menu

and itods cost . So
December 6th open for our Annual Dinner
Meeting.

As always | am looking for material for future

i ssues of the nAOrder Bo
Pictures, How Tood0s, Al
think might be informative to another member.

Hope to see you at our next meeting. Sunday,
September 21st at the home of Harold and
Florence Wiebke, 980 Vintage Hills Parkway,
Sparks. 775-626-7806 or hw819@sbcglobal.net.

Geoff Brunner
Engineer
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UP COMING EVENTS...
2008

Sept. 21st, Meeting at the home of Harold &
Florence Wiebke, 2:00 pm in Sparks.

Weekend of Friday October 10 thru Sunday
October 12. Dinner train at Mt. Shasta on Saturday
October 11, 2008.

Oct. 19th, Meeting at the home of Bob & Jane
Gaw, 2:00 pm at their home in Jacks Valley.

Nov. 8th & 9th, 2008 Railfair, Placer County
Fairgrounds, Roseville, CA.

Nov. 16th, Meeting and dinner at the home of
Ray & Terri Rich, 3:00 pm in Sparks.

Dec. 6th, Annual Holiday Dinner Meeting at the
Station Grille, Carson City. 5:00 pm Social hour,
Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm.

2009

Jan. 18th, Who would like to be the hosts for this
keep Saturday,

Feb. 15th, This meeting is looking for a host and
hostess.

adlybif to 118,t nk 256 NationaF@afdén0 0 N
IRQiSvdy Cofverftidn "DerVet, Colofadbt Y O U

www.2009ngrc.com.

Always let your meeting hosts know you are
coming.
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From The Schrockos.
Joe & | would like to write a response to the
extremely flattering article Jim Lohse wrote last
month. Thank you so much for visiting Bulldog
Junction & paying such detail to our layout.

As a new club member | would love to share my
knowledge & love of plants with all of you that are
interested. | am not a professional landscaper,
even though Jim made it seem as though | was! |
do however have an eye for texture & feel that
nooks & crannies need to be filled!

Our garden RR is different from most in the fact
the garden didnot C ome
landscaped to the needs of the RR, paying special
attention to scale. Our
with just one look. We are fortunate to be on a %
acre lot & we have positioned points of interests,
along with seating so the RR has to be

Adi scoveredd by wal king
meander so.
Joe is NAThe Rock Mano.

into mountains, positioning rocks as though they
were in their natural setting. We have set many
of them vertically for more interest. | then place
the plants, mostly perennials, paying special
attention to height & texture needs of the space.
He then follows me with the drip system. This is
what makes the garden thrive & keeps the work
load minimal.

Joe has done a phenomenal job with his building
skills, particularly with his V-truss bridge in the
center of the |l ayout.
have a water feature that will run under it, tying
the features of both eras together.

[ would | ove to do a n

Anyone interested in spending the day the day

Hepfraad.y Jim yas gight agoaitythe b'isé fgop

Pl ant

it only takes one hard winter & a plant that had

been a fAkeeper #Afor several
ilosero, thatés not the fau
you like it, then buy it again. | just happen to
prefer as many perennials as possible to keep

the maintenance to a minimum.

Another garden philosophy | have comes from

my Uncle, Wyly Clark. ol f
end of a shovel, it doesnot
sometimes get things planted in the wrong spot

& depending on light & space needs they may

need to be moved. We have a little Birds Nest

Pine that has been moved 4 times before it

found itdéds current, a\ﬁpy

first, t he RR dld e _

The pl ant Jim couldnot fi
t@EHTRR PSRSLapENyi eld@s

favontes”l' The hummingbirds love it due to its
bright orange, trumpet
marvelous contrast to the purple blooms on my
trhayrme  pl antass
propagate.

Mink rosescanfig in a,ehimmshape oppruneg foy ¢
look like a tree, same goes with cotoneaster &
standard potentilla. We have benefited from
some of our resident critters doing the planting
for us! | have a standard size apricot tree that
was planted by a squirrel. | keep it pruned small

& tree shaped. All of the violas & moss roses
were seeded from bird droppings & later moved

to where | needed them!

When planting Irish Moss, figure it may last
about 2 years before needing to be removed &
we 0 |
the sun. It does best if shaded. It works great
for |l awns & graveyards. I

buy what you need to cover your space
Safari 0 eac E)rlng
Any of you that would be mterested in a plant

with me @ the nurseries in Auburn & Sacramento S Wap, pl ease cont actmaine &
would be welcome. The availability of small trees ~ @ddress & phone # so you can be contacted

there is vast. These are Bonsai plants & intended ~ When plants are available for swapping or give

for indoor use. When buWahg these, | 6m aware that
they may very well be annuals. | do however  Thank you again Jim & each one of our fellow

have a rule of thumb that | learned in buying  members that have been so complimentary

Hibiscus. | stay away from thick waxy  about our layout.

| eavesé.t hey ar e usuall|_¥ more E mperatuyr e

sensitive than a dull colored leaf. | loose some app Rai cadingee

plants every winter, butJoa&Mawgchmdkl know, thatos par
of l'iving i n Nevada. nt t |ngs

bought fover the hillé,\! W%QL tpPhl’e BFahP| §P§% i Q
can identify the fAkeeper ngat@ |l oserso eac spri

& hopefully wonot r e p e a tMaryr8chrocki JsMaaBkilkes @ate net a917$6953 I

just happened to like the plant. Keep in mind that
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V&T LOWER AND UPPER
RECONSTRUCTION TRACKS
CONNECTED AT SCALES...

You may know that the Phase 2A and 2B Virginia
and Truckee Reconstruction tracks were being
built in two segments. First was from below
Overman Pit to Scales, which was recently lined
and leveled after being ballasted. The second
segment was built from the Carson City end of
Tunnel 2 (in American Flat) down to the Frehner
Pit in Mound House. The segment from Scales to
Tunnel 2 was left open for tunnel construction
traffic. Recently the tunnel was finished so the
tracks were extended uphill from the tunnel to
Scales. Last week the two track ends were
connected at Scales. The only video cameras
were mine and John Tyson's. | was there all day
taking photos and making video, and within a few
weeks | will edit and post a video of this event.

| was surprised that no ceremony was held. |
personally think of it as a major milestone for V&T
Reconstruction, and | wish that someone had
painted a spike with silver spray paint and mocked
up a ceremony. Oh, well, even if this (fast-
approaching) $70 million project stalls out for lack
of funds, the Gray's will get to run their trains on
the new tracks to help the Commission with
Federal financing requirements and to settle and
test the track. The only concern I'm aware of is
that the V&T steam locomotive is not designed to
run backwards for long distances, and there's no
place at the bottom to turn a train around. We'll
see...

Another major milestone was reached today,
Wednesday, August 27th. Once the tracks at
Scales were tied together yesterday, it's now
time for the Gray's Virginia and Truckee
Railroad to ballast the tracks down to the
Frehner Pit. Today the first train ran on the
tracks past Scales. It was the Gray's green
and yellow diesel pushing two hopper cars.
Just west of Tunnel 2 ballast rock was loaded
into the hoppers. After 10am this morning the
horn blew and the ballast train ran through
Tunnel 2 to drop ballast from the end of tracks
back up to the Scales. This was a historic
moment, as it was the first train to run past
Scales and through the tunnel in seventy
years! Pretty freakin' cool -- | was there to
document this with video and photos, and
given some time | will edit and post video of
this too.

Jim Lohse

Ballast train entering the tunnel Wednesday, August

Want to hand lay some track?



