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From The Engineer...

Thank you, Harold and Florence, for hosting
last Saturday' Party. The food you provided
was just fantastic and the chili----- M,M,M. |
would like to compliment you on your lovely
home and back yard. The train layout surely
blends in well with your landscaping. It is
amazing; every time | think | have seen the
perfect train layout a better one comes along.
Harold, yours is fabulous. | like the way you
have elevated the track for easy access, one
can see all the work and planning that went
into your layout. Again , many thanks for
sharing your hard work with us.

With all the people from Fallon attending our
gathering, the club now has expanded to a 100
-mile radius in Northern Nevada; it puts us on

the map. There will be no meeting in July, but

don't forget the Pond & Rail tour on the
15th.and 16th.

Volunteers are still needed for these days.

To inform all club members who were absent
at this meeting. | have resigned as the club's
engineer, effective November 2006. In
November of last year | took over the
responsibility of becoming the club's engineer,
at that time | promised myself, | would do this
only for one year. The reason | have
announced my resignation at this time, is
quite simple. Excluding July we only have
three meetings left before November. The
selection of a new engineer should not be
made in haste, or by one individual. It should
be the involvement of every one in the club to
find the right person. But, if there were
someone in the club, who would like to take
over the engineer's duties now,

I certainly would step aside.

See you at the Ruth's place in August. Eric

UP COMING EVENTS...

July 3rd to 9th — National Garden Railway
Convention, Santa Clara Convention Center,
Santa Clara, CA. Goto www.bagrs.org/
convention for more information.

July — No regular meeting scheduled.

July 15th & 16th - Several members will be
opening their railroads to the charity Pond &
Garden Railroad tour. Contact Hawley
MaclLean, 775-851-2176 or
Hawley@hmaclean.com, if you want to add
your railroad to the tour. Participating club
members would like help either preparing their
railroads for exhibit or with displaying the
railroad and controlling traffic flow during the
tour.

August 19th - 4 pm. (note time change) at the
home of Cal & Liz Ruth in Reno. (See the
members pages at our web site,
www.nngrs.com, for directions to be posted in
the near future).

September 16th  meet at Hawley MaclLeans.

October 21st, Let’s hear for one of you.

Please RSVP to the hosts before each meeting.

Web Pages Update...

At the June meeting it was suggested that
there be a members only section to our web
site. That has been done. This is the place
that you can find a roster of members.
Directions on how to get to the next
meeting’s location. And what to, or not to,
bring. You ~can access this at
www.nngrs.com and click on “Members
Area”.



Water Garden Construction
Techniques...

Part 2

So looking back on last month we all have
been overtaken by weeds and the spring
bloom is in full effect. With that said the

major projects of building my built-in

barbeque and smoker along with repairing
and upgrading my current waterfall and

pond still are on the dreaded “honey do” list.

So as promised | will continue my article on

backyard projects with the next step at
complete backyard relaxation. As | wrote last

week we started by designing a waterfall now
we continue down the path.

Stream Construction Techniques

When excavating a streambed into an
existing slope or hill, simply mark the
stream edge, and dig down about 6" to 8"
deep. This allows enough room to
accommodate the rock, gravel, and water
with a couple of inches to spare. Those
couple of square inches will allow for some
settling and compaction of the soil to keep
the stream leak-free. You can dig the stream
deeper, of course. But my daddy always told
me to work smart. The stream should twist
and turn as it makes its way towards the
pond. The turns will increase the sounds.
and will also increase the number of viewing
areas in the water garden. The more places
it can be seen, the more the water garden
will be enjoyed.

The stream should get narrow in areas, and
then widen out and slow down in others.
Make sure you use a good mix of stone and
gravel to create a natural look. Fill the
streambed with aquatic  plants, now you've
just created an awesome supplement to your
pond filtration  system.

The hardest part about streams is learning
how the water reacts in certain situations.
When a stream is long and without much
slope, the water will tend to move too slowly,
causing water to well up along the sides.
This can become a problem if the edges
aren't high enough. Finding this happy
medium can be challenging but very
rewarding.

Although there are no concrete rules (they
vary from project to project), | follow a
simple set of guidelines based on experience
and common sense.

Always slope the streambed towards
the pond.

Have areas within the stream where
the water can pool.

If the stream narrows in one place,
open it back up downstream.

Leave several inches of soil and liner
above the proposed water level in the
stream.

The water depth of the stream is
determined by the height of the dam in the
closest downstream waterfall.

High water flow rates need a wider stream
and/or higher edges.  Hopefully that opens
up some doors for you this time. Next month
I will finish up with adding waterfalls in the
stream and creating the spring or pond that
will circulate your water. Until then enjoy
the summer to come, be sure to wear sun
block and big hats and of course Happy
Gardening. Oh Yeah anyone interested in
seeing one of natures nearby waterfalls the
Grovers Hot Springs waterfall is stunning
right now . Unfortunately it is a short hike
from a parking lot maybe 1.5 miles. Or for
the more adventurous there is a challenging
7 mile mountain bike trail that will take you
up to the back side. This trail is very
technical though, | sadly enough can be a
first hand witness to this going over my
handlebars twice. But with the current melt
off of snow the waterfall was worth every
scratch and bruise. Don’'t miss this one it
only happens this time of year.

Scott Bohemier

Ed’'s note: Scott is Head Groundskeeper for
the Nevada State Railroad museum in Carson
City. He has previous experience with several
area golf courses.



More From the June Meeting...

On of the items that was talked about was a

Holiday Meeting/Dinner. Several options

were discussed. On the way home after the
meeting Pat and | stopped at the
Cattleman’s Restaurant in the Washoe
Valley. Well it's not a Cattleman’s any more.

It is now known as “Washoe Flats
Steakhouse”. We talked to both the new
owner, Paul Morozik, a former school mate
of Hawley’'s and their Banquet Manager.

We discussed 2 dates in December with the
1st choice being the 16th and the 2nd being
the 9th. They have adequate facilities for 40
to 50 people in comfort. Since they plan on
retaining the former menu the would offer
us a choice of 90z Prime Rib, or 140z Rib
Eye Steak, or Teriyaki Chicken, and last a
Salomon dinner. This all comes with a
Salad, Bread and Baked Potatoes. The cost
you ask? $25.00 for all including Dinner,
Tax and Gratuity.

Let me know your thoughts. | will have to
book this room shortly to secure the date.
By the way dinner was excellent.

Geoff Brunner, Editor
geoff@gbrunner.org

Ray Ritch getting a close up.
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Vintage Hills and
Valley Quail Railroad...

Harold and Florence Wiebke’s Vintage Hills
and Valley Quail Railroad was the host for
our June meeting.

It was started in the Spring of 2001. In it's
first phase it was a 12’ x 30’ oval. As time
marched on so did the railroad, it is now
about 100’ x 40'. Harold built lots of wood
trestles to lessen the bending down to work
on the track. In all there are over 300 hand-
made bents in the trestle work. Track is a
combination of USA & LGB with the 27
switches all from LGB.

All the buildings, bridges and trestle are
made from redwood or cedar using plans
from Garden Texture. Two Bridgeworks
power supplies power several locomotives
from USA, Bachman and LGB. Harold has
over 56 freight and passenger cars.

On this page and the next are some of the
many pictures of the empire.

How’s this for a looong trestle?
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Part of the original oval showing three levels
of trackwork.
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Warner Vinson explaining the finer points of
his mooing cattle car.
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A local station.
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Members listening to the Engineer.

A Local scene.
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