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UP COMING EVENTS... 
 
Aug. 17th, Meeting at the home of John & Wilma 
Smith at 2:00 pm. 775-972-3059. 
 

Sept. 21st, Meeting at the home of Harold & 
Florence Wiebke, 2:00 pm in Sparks. 
 

Weekend of Friday October 10 thru Sunday 
October 12. Proposed Dinner train at Mt. Shasta 
on Saturday October 11, 2008. 
 

Oct. 19th, Meeting at the home of Bob & Jane 
Gaw, 2:00 pm at their home in Jacks Valley. 
 

Nov. 8th & 9th, 2008 Railfair, Placer County 
Fairgrounds, Roseville, CA.  
 

Nov. 16th, Meeting and dinner at the home of 
Ray & Terri Rich, 3:00 pm in Sparks. 
 

Dec. 6th, Annual Holiday Dinner Meeting at the 
Station Grille, Carson City. 5:00 pm Social hour 
Dinner served at 6:00 pm. 
 

July 5th to 11th, 2009, The 25th National 
Garden Railway Convention, Denver, Colorado 
www.2009ngrc.com. 
 
Always let your meeting hosts know you are 
coming. 
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 From The Engineer... 
 

Why is it that the older you get there seems to be 
more to do? I was always told that retirement 
brought slower times and more time to enjoy 
yourself. Wrong. Had great plans to get this issue 
of the “Order Board” out during the last week of 
July. As you can see that did not happen. Here it 
is the start of the second week of August and the 
Olympics start today. 
 
I for one have not spent much time on the Carson 
Valley Lines this summer. A little to warm during 
the daytimes and I have not been feeling to well. 
What have you been doing with your railroad 
empire? Let me know so that I can put it in the 
next issue. 
 
I would like to thank Jim Lohse for his contribution 
of the report on Water and Rails. Jim has sent two 
previous articles on hydroponics and I have 
another one for next month. 
 
Geoff Brunner 
Engineer 

From The Szaboôs... 

 
Don't have much on Mt. Shasta trip other than I 
know a few people have already made their 
reservations for the train ride.  Thought I could talk 
more at the next meeting.  
 
During Water and Rails we spoke with several 
people that seemed interested in our club. I did 
invite them to our next meeting and sent 
information for the Mt Shasta trip. 
 
For more information call Dee at 775-575-4149. 
 
Dee Szabo  

Invitation... 
 
Drinks, Desserts and Trains 
7-10 pm ( to see all of the lights, etc we have 
added) Saturday August 16th 
  
Rich and Kathy Walton 
1288 Junction Dr  
Sparks 
 
PLEASE RSVP  356-2928 



Water and Rails Report... 
 

By Jim Lohse 
 
Water and Rails 2008 turned out to be another 
successful fund-raiser for ALS patients in Northern 
Nevada. Thanks to your participation, pond and 
railroad owners opened their backyards to the 
public for a tour. I focused on the garden railroads, 
but before I get into that I must mention the 
ñGrand-daddy of all pondsò out in Verdi. Jim 
Fernhoff, owner of Lakeside Specialized 
Transportation, hosted the friendliest spot on the 
tour. In his amusement park of a backyard, visitors 
were treated to Jim's BBQ'd burgers and hot dogs. 
The Fernhoff's also hosted a bar with wine, beer 
and water. All proceeds went to the charity. 
 
Jim's backyard is a mecca for pond and landscape 
lovers. Featuring a huge pond with waterfalls, the 
main attraction are the two 'mines' consisting of 
mining cars on tracks leading into tunnels. They 
have every detail nailed down and everything fits 
perfectly. Next year be sure to head west to Verdi 
and accept the Fernhoff's great hospitality! 
 
This year Jim Fernhoff was only listed as a pond. 
Skipping past the garden scale railroad, Jim has 
laid down a path of railroad ties past a ñRailroad 
Crossingò sign. He told me that he plans to lay 1:1 
scale tracks on those ties and have a caboose 
hauled in from Washington. Next year he will truly 
have a railroad with his pond! 
 
Now, for the rest of the story. I have to admit I did 
not see every garden railroad on the tour, so 
please keep that in mind throughout the story. 
Every garden railroad I saw evidenced the care 
and painstaking work on the part of the owners. If 
I didn't mention your railroad I apologize in 
advance. Before we get to railroads I have to 
mention one more pond. The Hubert's off Vista 
Blvd hosted their 140' waterfall covering the 
hillside behind their home. This was beauty on a 
grand scale, offering multiple points of serenity 
and great views of Truckee Meadows. Although 
they were incorrectly listed as a ñpond and 
railroadò is was worth the visit just to see the 
waterfall and excellent landscaping. 
 
Now let's get down to ñbrass tracks.ò The Walton's 
of Sparks hosted Malfunctions Junction, a nicely 
laid out railroad with a spur leading to the engine-

house, which is a shed in their backyard. The 
layout had an interesting scene with a merry-go-
round and a ferris wheel, a nice representation 
of Truckee, and a great ground cover effect 
using lemon thyme and wooly thyme. One of my 
favorites, boxwood, was mixed in with the 
standard dwarf Alberta Spruce to add the 
landscape effects. In addition, I offer kudos to 
the Walton's for their kid-oriented scavenger 
hunt. 
 
I missed the Twigge railroad and the Van Dine 
railroad. The Twigge's layout is well known and 
speaks for itself. The Van Dine railroad was well 
reviewed and I'm sorry I missed it. Hawley 
McLean's railroad, the largest in Northern 
Nevada, was a pleasant surprise. The Water 
and Rails Organizer surprised me with his 
Amtrak consist ï I thought I was the only person 
who models Amtrak. Admittedly, my Amtrak is in 
N-scale (my garden equipment is V&T), so 
Hawley's G-scale Amtrak equipment was an eye
-popper. I also want to mention the peaceful 
backyard of the Waldron's of west Reno. I didn't 
get to spend much time there, but it was 
definitely worth the visit. 
 
Another special mention goes to Liz and Cal 
Ruth of west Reno. I think of all the layouts I 
saw, I must give Cal and Liz the top award from 
a railroad standpoint. Cal's meticulous concrete 
modeling can't be fully appreciated without 
seeing it, he's done a fantastic job. The level of 
detail in the figures and scenes is amazing, and 
the layout lends itself to photography. 
 
Worth a mention is one layout that wasn't on the 
tour this year. Due to a time conflict, Doug van 
Pool of Reno Rails was not able to host the 
public this year. If you've never been to Doug's 
place in Antelope Valley, you're missing out. His 
600+ foot run featuring Big Steam crosses a 
great pond. While his layout is not as detailed as 
others, just walking around the property 
following the locomotive is a great experience. 
 
Now I have to get to my favorite layout on the 
tour. Joe and Mary Schrock of Lemmon Valley 
created exactly what I was looking for. My 
priority in touring the ponds and gardens was to 
locate a variety of plants suitable to both our 
climate and the scale of a garden railroad. No 



layout I saw came close to Mary Schrock's skills 
as a landscaper. 
 
If I focus nearly all the description on Mary's green 
thumbs, in no way should we overlook Joe's skills 
in creating a fascinating two level railroad covering 
steam in the 1800's below and the diesel era of 
the mid-1900's above. His modeling skills have 
created jails, a racetrack complete with tractor 
tires for bumpers and a great city center scene. 
The city center is awaiting the installation of a 
railroad park like the one in downtown Elko. This 
railroad is a photographer's dream due to the 
multiple perspectives offered. 
 
Mary truly has a eye for texture and perspective. 
Starting with an old standard, dwarf Alberta 
Spruce, she has created the focal point that ties 
the whole railroad garden together. Mary should 
write an article for this newsletter ï she can offer 
her knowledge directly better than I can second 
hand. She did mention to me that many of her 
plants are acquired in Auburn, Sacramento and 
beyond. This is due to the scarcity (and therefore 
high cost) of dwarf species compared to their 
relative abundance over the hill past Colfax. 
 
Other trees featured in her garden oasis are dwarf 
elms, mini-trident maples, deodar cedars and 
weeping cedar trees. To keep these small she 
uses a bonsai technique of root restriction by 
keeping most of the plant pots on the rootball 
when planting.  A well-adapted ground cover is 
the potentilla with its show of flowers from June to 
August ï potentilla is listed as a Zone 1 plant in 
the Sunset book, meaning it can take almost any 
cold we'll get around Reno. I couldn't find the 
Sunset listing for pistamens, maybe I'm spelling it 
wrong but they add to the colorset with orange 
flowers. More color comes from ground cover 
style mini-roses, another hardy plant. 
 
Baby's breath (gypsophilia paniculata) and Irish 
moss (sagina subulata) are perhaps the most 
delicate  looking plants on the Schrock layout; 
take note that the Irish moss may not take the 
blasting sun well (according to the Sunset book). 
They make great ground covers and are worthy of 
placement for the texture they add to the garden 
railroad. 
 
For a quick roundup of the remaining inventory, 
Mary used vinca, silkwort, lobelia, cotoneaster, 

From The Engineer...oregano, thyme, 

salvia splendens, sedum, partridge feather and 
cotula linearloba. A neat trick to add earth tones 
and texture is the sparing use of sawdust spread 
and watered over time to make burnt sienna  
colors. 
 
That's it for the plant selections at the Schrock's 
in Lemmon Valley. Mary did mention that as she 
rotates plants in the garden she occasionally 
has give-away plants (for those wishing to ride 
on her coattails.) Tying this excellent garden in 
with the rails is the use of a bridge and grades 
that complete the meandering effect of the 
Schrock's garden railroad paradise. 
 
In my next article I will get back into plant care 
by talking about pruning. In a nutshell, the best 
way to prune is to decide what you want a plant 
to look like and cut off whatever doesn't fit that 
picture. There's a Japanese gardening saying, 
ñall pruning should be done with the fingertips.ò 
This means that as soon as unwanted growth 
appears, you pinch it off so the plant doesn't 
waste energy growing branches that will be cut 
off later. 
 
I will also discuss the effects of temperature, 
humidity and temperature differentials on plant 
growth, as well as propagation methods anyone 
can use to make copies of certain plants. Once 
you identify a plant you like, for those suited to 
cloning (cuttings) method, you can have an 
exact genetic copy of that plant. You can save a 
lot of money at the garden store by cloning your 
favorite plants, but this method works much 
better on tomatoes than on hardwood trees. 
 
Happy rails to you, see you next month. 


