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The Train Crew 
Engineer Ron Szabo deesgold@sbcglobal.net  775-575-4149  

Fireman Cal Ruth lizandcal94@charter.net  775-747-0224  

Clerk Dee Szabo deesgold@sbcglobal.net  775-575-4149  

Ticket Agent Kathy Walton  kathywalton99@netscape.net  775-356-2928  

Conductor Dee Szabo deesgold@sbcglobal.net  775-575-4149  

Dispatcher Becky Coddington mbj3codd@charter.net 775-229-8199 

Roundhouse 

Superintendent 
Joe Schrock jomanbullies@att.net  775-972-6953  

Telegrapher Raymond Ritch ray@ritch.net 775-527-7870 

NOTES FROM THE CAB  
I remember each and every kid lying on their 

stomach to get a trackside view of  the new 

train set.  This was the beginning of  a whole 

new world of  action and ideas.  The search for 

that perfect box with which to make a giant 

tunnel.  Well gentlemen, you may be a little 

taller and those bones might creak a little, but 

we are all still looking for that perfect tunnel! 

 

Garden Railroading is as close to railroad 

reality as you can get.  Mother nature plays the 

same games to our miniature world as she does 

to Union Pacific.  Unfortunately we cannot use 

that perfect cardboard box to create the tunnel 

of  our dreams. 

 

Reality, and nature, has taught us a few rules 

when considering a tunnel for our miniature 

world.  Tunnels are a significant part of  your 

planning process.  Tunnels are also useful as a 

way of  hiding your trains from view during part 

of  their journey across your landscape.  If  your 

trains are in full view all the time, realism 

suffers. 

mailto:lizandcal94@charter.net
mailto:kathywalton99@att.net
mailto:jomanbullies@att.net
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(Notes from the Cab Continued from page 2)  

 

Here are some general rules to consider when 

planning and building tunnels: 

 

Remember òMurphyõs law of garden 

railroading,ó which states that òany 

track location on your layout that 

has little or no access is where 

derailments will occur,ó especially 

on the inside of  tunnels.  Never plan 

or build a tunnel longer than you can reach half  way into, (i.e. five foot long). 

Consider making the internal tunnel clearance enough for all your G-Scale equipment.  

Use twelve inches from the roadbed base to the inside tunnel top as a standard. 

Materials used to construct the tunnel walls and top should be seamless if  possible.  

Mating surfaces within the tunnel will tend to leak if  left to Mother Nature.  If  

concrete blocks are used, a heavy plastic sheet should be used to insulate the side 

and top surfaces from the natural materials covering the tunnel assembly.  The use 

of  twelve-inch internal diameter PVC irrigation pipe is a superb material 

consideration.  The use of  wood and/or wood products is not recommended due to 

warping and associated movement within the tunnel. 

Last but not least, try not to create tunnels on or relatively near a track curve.  As 

longer body cars traverse a curved track, they will by nature overlap the inside 

radius clearance.  This will cause problems at tunnel portals and require 

additional clearances within the tunnel. 

 

Tunnels are eye-catching components of  your layout.  You want it to look like your trains 

are coming and going from somewhere to somewhere.  If  they appear from a tunnel or 

hidden valley, travel across your layout, then disappear again behind scenery or into 

another tunnel, it looks like they are going somewhere besides just traveling around in a 

circle. 

 

Ron Szabo 

Engineer 

. 

Next NNGRS Meeting 
May 16th at 2:00 PM. 
Host: Joe and Mary Schrock 

8716 Aquifer Way 

Lemmon Valley 

972-6953 

Please phone Joe and Mary to let them know 

you will be able to attend. 
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NNGRS GENERAL 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

 
May 16th 2:00 PM 

Host: Joe and Mary Schrock, 8716 

Aquifer Way. Reno, NV 972-6953. Please 

call and let them know you will be able to 

attend 

 

June 25-27 will be 

Water and Rails event. 

There isnõt a scheduled meeting this 

month 

 

July Meeting 

Your Name and Layout 

could be HERE! 

Give Ron a call 

Notes from Northern Nevada 

Garden Rail Road Society 

Sunday April 21, 2010: 

The meeting was held at the home of  Mike & 

Becky Coddington. Attendance = 24 

Ron Szabo, Engineer: Ron thanked Mike & 

Becky for having this months meeting at 

their home. Richard and Lori Courteny from 

Carson City were welcomed as new members 

to the group. They learned about the club 

via the web site. John & Wilma Smith as 

well as John Latimore were in attendance. 

They havenõt been able to attend for a while; 

it was good to see them. 

Fireman, Cal Ruth:  Cal shared a catalog 

from Plastruct.  The catalog is geared 

toward model builders. You can go to the 

web site www.plastruct.com and view what 

they have to offer. 

Ticket Agent, Kathy Walton: Kathy reported 

$657, current funds in the Club treasury. If  

you havenõt been to a recent meeting please 

check with Kathy if  you are up to date on 

your dues. 

Conductor/Clerk, Dee Szabo: 

 

Meetings scheduled for 2010: 

May 16th 2:00 PM 

Host: Joe and Mary Schrock, 8716 

Aquifer Way. Reno, NV, 972-6953. 

Please call and let them know you will 

be able to attend. 

June 25-27 will be Water and Rails 

event. Please contact Rich Walton to 

let him know you are available to help 

one of  the members at one of  the sites. 

There isnõt a scheduled meeting this month. 
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(Notes from the April NNGRS Mtg cont.) 

¶We need hosts for our July meeting. Our 

annual progressive dinner will take place of  

the August meeting.  Please consider having 

a meeting at your home. A layout is not 

necessary to host a meeting. 

¶Cal Ruth volunteered to organize a 

progressive dinner for later this year. 

Members voted and the date for the dinner is 

Saturday August 28th. Hobo Tour is the 

theme for this year. Joe & Mary Schrock, will 

start the event off  with appetizers and 

drinks. Ken & Dolores Willrich will host the 

salad portion.  Cal & Liz Ruth will provide 

the main course, Rich & Kathy Walton ends 

the evening with dessert. Thanks to all our 

members for volunteering to More details 

will be coming, as the date gets closer. 

¶The Christmas party will be on December 

4th. It will be at an Italian restaurant in 

south Reno. More details as we get closer to 

the date.  

Dispatcher, Becky Coddington:  Nancy Nye, 

resigned the Dispatcher position and Becky 

Coddington, volunteered to assume the job. 

Thank you Becky for stepping forward. 

Round House Superintendent, Joe Schrock:  

Joe, shared with the group some ôperiodõ 

figures. They were purchased from a web site 

www.peopleyouneed.com. The site has G-

scale figures for your turn-of-the-century 

layout.  They can be purchased painted or 

unpainted. Check it out! 

Telegrapher, Ray Rich:  No report 

Rich Walton, reported that the Water and 

Rails fundraiser for ALS would be held in 

June, 25-27th.  There are six members with 

train layouts participating in this event. 

Please contact Rich if  you can volunteer to 

help during the open house. This is a 

wonderful way to show off  our hobby. 

Rich Walton has contacted the Museum in 

Sparks about displaying our tabletop layout 

for a period of  time. Rich asked the 

membership if  this is something that we 

could do and who would be able to help. He 

would like to schedule our time for the 

month of  July. Members would need to be 

there on Thursdayõs, during Farmers Market 

from 4:00 to 7:00 PM. Saturday hours would 

be from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.  Please contact 

Rich if  you would like to volunteer to help 

out. 

John Latimore asked that we try and find 

another place to store the tabletop layout. 

He has been storing it for sometime in his 

garage. 

Mary Schrock proposed if  anyone would be 

interested going on a ònursery runó to CA. 

She has visited a few Garden stores in the 

Auburn area and said they have great 

miniature plants. The tentative date will be 

Sunday May 23rd. Please give Mary a call if  

you would like to be included in this day-

trip.  

Mike & Becky are working on their layout 

with the help of  their son Jacob. We will be 

waiting on progress reports in the future. 

There was plenty of  food and drink for 

everyone to enjoy. 

 

Dee Szabo 

Clerk 

http://www.peopleyouneed.com/
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 "Tornado @ Bulldog Junction"  
MADE UP NEWS REPORT, With considerable expanding of the truth 

 

Itôs been a tragic and destructive Spring. The weather has brought mayhem to varying 

communities in Northern Nevada. Even as G gauge families were waiting inside for a well 

anticipated Summer, Mother Nature brought forth her fury. 

 

As relayed by Mary Schrock: 

We had some yard clean up from the storm on the 

29th.  Thank Heavens the only RR damage was some 

tossed buildings that were easily uprighted & 2 broken 

flags on the fire station!   

We are busy trying to get things presentable from the 

winter.  It won't be show shape, but I think everyone 

will still enjoy.   

 

While the stricken communities involved in their 

backyard recover from the fright of these ghastly 

winds, the NNGRS May General Membership Meeting 

will continue as planned, thanks to the courageous attitudes of owners: 

 

Joe & Mary Schrock 

 

The address is 8716 Aquifer Wy, Reno NV       Phone 972-6953 
 

This Sunday, May 16th at 2 PM 

  
Joe will be doing a resin demo  

&  

will do a walk thru the garden naming 

plants  

&  

promoting a plant safari the following 

 

Sunday, May 23 to Auburn & 

Sacramento. 

 


