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NOTES FROM THE CAB  
 

We start the New Year with a world of  changes. 

We not only have weather that changes at the 

drop of  a hat, but we also are experiencing crew 

changes, both challenging and exciting. 

 

The Train Crew has received the resignation of  

our Engineer, Harold Wiebke and our 

Conductor, Florence Wiebke.  They are unable 

to continue their service to our organization due 

to major health concerns.  Medical 

recommendations mandate a warmer climate as 

a must.  Harold and Florence are planning to 

relocate to Las Vegas or possibly San Diego. We 

will miss their participation in our organization. 

 

OK, now what happens to our Crew 

organization?  Currently Fireman, Ron Szabo 

has accepted the position of  Engineer.  Current 

Round House Foreman, Cal Ruth has accepted 

the position of  Fireman.  This shift of  Crew 

personnel has left us with two valued positions 

to be filled.  We are in need of  help as 

Conductor and Roundhouse Foreman. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Club Calendar 
Sunday, November 15th, 2009 2:00 p.m. 

General Membership Meeting 

NOTE CHANGE OF LOCATION 
Home of  Liz and Cal Ruth 

3890 Falling Water Dr, Reno NV 89519 

775-747-0224  
Please R.S.V.P. to let them know you plan to attend 

 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

Itõs that time of year! 

Weõve had a wonderful 

year and itõs time to share 

and Celebrate with good 

friends!  

Join us for the NNGRS 

Holiday party!  
 

Sunday 

December 13th, 2009 

3:00 p.m. 
NNGRS Holiday Party 

Gold Dust West Casino 

Carson City, NV. 
Read our Engineerõs letter for more information! 

 

Watch for more details as we get closer to the date. 

The Order Board 

(Continued from page 2)  

If, as an organization member, you have 

an interest in helping as a Crewmember, 

please contact your Crew by phone, e-

mail or at any meeting. 

 

I would like to congratulate our newest 

Crewmember, Dispatcher Nancy Nye.  

Nancy has started reorganizing the 

Roster format adding both new and 

prospective members. She has also 

composed a new introduction and interest 

letter as a response to our inquiry card 

system.  The letter includes a brief  

operating statement as well as an 

invitation to the next meeting. 

 

Hope to see all of  you at the November 

15th meeting at the home of  Cal and Liz 

Ruth. Their address is 3890 Falling Water 

Drive Reno.  The meeting starts at 2:00 

PM, come a little early and enjoy Calõs 

beautiful railroad. If  you need directions 

please call Cal at 775-747-0024 

 

We are scheduling meetings for 2010, 

please bring your ideas to the meeting. 

 

Ron Szabo, NNGRS Engineer 



Harold welcomed everyone and thanked Bob and Jane Gaw for their 

hospitality.  

He complimented Ray Ritch on the look of the ònewó Order Board 

and confirmed that everyone could open and enjoy it. 

It was agreed that the progressive dinner was a success 

and everyone hopes we can do it again next year, seeing 

more railroads. The hosts were thanked éCal and Liz, 

Rich and Kathy, Harold and Florence, John and Mary. 

There is no new information on ordering shirts and 

hats. There, also, was no indicated interest from those 

present to pursue it. 

A long discussion was held regarding the Christmas 

Dinner on December 13th. It will be $30 per person to 

go back to the Gold Dust West in Carson. With the 

room rental fee included it will be about $38 per person 

to go to the Tamarack Casino in Reno. Thatõs if we 

have 20 people to split the room charge. It was decided 

that Nancy Nye will call those not present and get a 

count of  interest. A signup sheet was passed for those in 

attendance. 

Harold and Florence announced they are buying a 

second home in Las Vegas. They cannot have the Nov. 

Meeting. Liz and Cal volunteered to have it on Nov. 

15th. 

Nancy Nye is taking over the membership list as John 

Latimore has a lot going on right now. Nancy said she would 

like to put pictures of  everyone by their name on the list so 

we can know who we are..especially those who donõt attend 

often. 

We have $452 in the òtreasuryó after the progressive dinner 

and expenditures on paper goods for the meetings. 

Notes from the NNGRS Meeting, Sunday, October 
25th, 2009 at the home of Bob and Jane Gaw 
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(Notes from October Membership Meeting, cont.) 

Cal gave suggestions and reminders on how to secure 

railroad electrical equipment for the winter. He sug-

gested we form groups and have òHow Toó sessions on 

non-meeting times. 

Mary explained how she makes her òrockó buildings. 

She is going to sell them on e-bay. She is asking $150 

each but will sell for $130 to club members. She de-

scribed some of  the materials she uses and a little of  

the process. 

Harold presented a lettered tank car to Geoff  

Brunner for his years of  service to the club as En-

gineer.  

Bob and Jane 

served hot 

dogs with 

trimmings 

and everyone 

helped them 

haul their 

trains and buildings to the garage for winter storage.   

 

Thanks, again, Bob and Jane! 

The Order Board 

Are you making plans for a 

special holiday layout? 

Share with others! 

Email your plans to ray@ritch.net 

for inclusion in the 

Holiday Order Board 
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A Special Gift 

for a Special Member, 

With  

All Our Thanks ! ! ! 
 

At the October NNGRS General Membership 

Meeting, we were able to show our thanks to Geoff  

Brunner for his service the past three years as 

NNGRS Engineer. Current Engineer, Harold Wiebke 

presented a beautiful tanker car, inscribed with the 

club logo, Geoffõs name, and dates of service. Kathy 

Walton had the car inscribed. This presentation 

continues the tradition we began when Geoff  

presented his predecessor, Eric Horst with a car.  

Iõm sure we all extend our heartfelt thanks to Geoff 

for all his work over the past several years. Weõve had 

some great road trips, participation in Kidõs fairs, 

wide roving club meetings, and an increase in the 

visibility of  Garden Railroading in our communities. 

Thanks, Geoff! 

Geoff  and his wonderful wife, Pat, will still be active 

members and we look forward to learning and 

sharing more with them. 
Next time, Geoff, the hat looks great! 

Keeps the glare down! 

Got a remembered 

story of  trains when 

you were young(er)? 

Our Holiday Order 

Board is going to be a 

special one! 

email ray@ritch.net 
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We Need You!! 

To host one of  the 

Coming NNGRS Meetings 

Jan. 17, Feb 21, Mar. 21 or Apr. 18 

Give Engineer Ron a yell at 

deesgold@sbcglobal.net or 775-575-4149 

to host a meeting 

Who says youõre too old to play with trains? 

Recognize this NNGRS member? 

While he hasnôt been able to have a garden layout in a while,  
it hasnôt slowed him down. 

Paul and his beautiful wife, 
Rosemary are doing well. Their 
beautiful home still sports a 
wonderful collection of Teddy 
Bears and the basement is still 
Paulôs playground. 
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Hi Folks, 
    Well, it's that time of year to put our railroads to bed, unless you are a hearty soul who runs their 
trains throughout the Winter! It's always a little sad to see our towns & tracks disappear beneath the 
leaves, pine needles & snow. But, that's the choice we make as garden railroaders. The reward 
comes in Spring when new life begins to stir. Let's see..... our ground cover is looking good, that little 
tree is growing, hey.. what's that plant? I don't know, but it looks pretty good there! That is when we 
can truly appreciate the seasonal changes that grace our outdoor layouts.  

     But, now is the time to winterize & protect our layouts. This is old-hat for our seasoned members, 
but worth reviewing especially for new members. 

 #1. STORE OR PROTECT YOUR BUILDINGS 

      Some members do not have the storage area, or as in my case with cement buildings, we choose 
to leave them outside. I found that covering them with plastic bags can become more destructive 
when the snow pack builds: smaller details break off & the enclosed moisture can cause paint to peel 
& wood to warp, the wind turns the bags into great sails! There have been suggestions of building 
protective boxes, but so far, I haven't found a good solution. Sounds like a great idea for another 
round house discussion. 

 #2 CHECK YOUR ELECTRICAL 

      Extension cords are not UV rated & if left out in the weather, tend to break down. So, before stor-
ing, check for any defects or splits and repair or replace. Check your GFI on your receptacle. Make 
sure it trips & can be reset. If you have a problem, just let me know. Electronic cards should be store 
as condensate can wreak havoc with electronics. 

 #3 WATER FEATURE MAINTENANCE 

     Ponds bring about special needs. If you have fish or aquatic creatures, please refer to local aquari-
ums or our friends in the Sierra Koi Club or at Rail City Nursery for handy hints or winter manage-
ment. Some folks drain their ponds & store aquatic plants in water filled buckets. We keep our pond 
filled & the potted plants in place. Even though it freezes, they do well & return in the Spring. It is wise 
to disconnect the pump. I pull ours since it is small. I can then inspect all parts & replace if needed. 
Some larger ponds have built-in pumps. If you are a member who keeps their pond or water feature 
running all Winter, please share your maintenance tips. 

 #4 CONTINUED MAINTENANCE & FUTURE PLANNING 

     It is a good time, during the cold months, to repaint buildings or build a new one. Lubricate engines 
& wheels, replace or repair broken or missing parts. Add decals, make new signs, repaint figures. 
Plan that new spur or change that section of your town. 

      So, until we can reclaim our little domain from Mother Nature, the quail, squirrels & raccoons--- 

Stay busy & Happy Railroading! 

Your Roundhouse Foreman, 

Cal Ruth 

The Roundhouse 
Maintenance and Operations Tips  

By Cal Ruth, NNGRS Roundhouse Foreman 
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The NNGRS Company Store 
The Northern Nevada Garden Society does not warrant or guarantee any items or service listed on this page for quality or free-

dom from defect. Vendors or members listed merchandise or service do so of their own regard and offer contact information, as 

listed. 

Buildings For Sale 

Joe & Mary create wonderful buildings for 

you. An example is  òGrandmaõs Cottage,ó a 

spin off of òCottage Garden & Supplyó on 

their layout. What about a rock jail, complete 

with a porch and railing for horses?  

Got an idea or something youõd really like to see on your layout? 

If  anyone is interested we will soon have "W.E. Suem"  Attorney @ Law in a style that's 

similar to the jail & a Wells Fargo Stage Stop. 

If  anyone is interested in specific bldgs...throw your ideas out there.  Someone said they 

wanted a rock Saloon. 

Just give Joe & Mary a call at 775-972-6953 or email to: jomanbullies@att.net  

The Jailõs available right now for $150 or $130 for NNGRS Members. 

                                    Savage gets MTH Service Tech training 

  

MTH trains has been well known as a top quality producer of  some 

of  the best electric trains ever made in O gauge for over 30 years. 

Now the company has added HO to the line as well as #1 or òGó 

gauge as some refer to it. I always appreciated the quality and detail in the products MTH 

makes, and I got my chance to do what few ever get to accomplish; namely a certification 

to repair MTH trains. 
 

I was like a kid at Christmas when I found out that I got to travel to 

the MTH factory in Columbia Maryland, to train as an ASC certified 

repair tech for MTH trains. 

After almost 40 years in electric train operating and collecting, I was 

looking forward to an experience of a lifetime and I wasnõt 

disappointed. In recent years the advent of  sound and digital control have added to the 

excitement and enjoyment of  our railroad hobby. But with this new technology comes a 

whole new set of  challenges to keep the locomotives, cars and equipment running smoothly. 

I wanted to learn it all, and having fixed trains for over 35 years I knew Iõd have to learn a 

lot more about electronics and computers to keep up with the latest advances. 

(cont on page 12) 
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Malfunction Junction 

Railroad 

Rich and Kathy Walton 

An interest in Garden Railroading began in the late 
ó90s. Rolling stock and items for the layout were 
collected for several years. After retiring to Sparks in 
spring of 2003, plans were begun for Malfunction 
Junction. Track base 
was laid in 2004 and 
the first trains ran in 
2005. 

 

There is about 200 
feet of track in a 
loop with a spur to 
the Mill Pond and a 
spur to the engine 
house. DC power is 
used on all track. Trains are run using Aristocraftôs 
Train Engineer. Thirty feet of track was added in 2009 
for the continuous run (reversing) Nevada Transit 

Trolley line which makes 3 stops.. 

 

The setting is pretty much ó40s 
and ó50s and many buildings are 
named for places enjoyed in the 
past or owned by family. Many of 
the buildings in the layout have 
been scratch built by Kathy and 
Rich as have the trestle and 
tunnels. 
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In some cases basic birdhouses have been 
modified to fit the need. Most of the buildings 
have lighting on the inside or outside.  

 

Two diesel units have sound. The Carousel plays 20 songs. By the summer of 2010 
there are plans to add sound to a few buildings. 

 

The name Malfunction Junction is meant as 
an enduring term. As anyone into Garden 
Railroads knows there is always something 
that needs to be repaired or modified. 


